
How do I get my company 
into the paper?

1. 	 Make news

2.	 Tell us about 
your news

3.	 Write to us

4. 	People section

5.	 The Lists

6.	 Suggest an 
article for the 
Focus section

7.	 Special 
supplements

8.	 Events

9.	 Contact us

Scoops, scoops, scoops
Our readers are busy people and we don’t want to waste their 
time. Therefore the print edition of Crain’s Manchester Business 
only carries stories which haven’t been published elsewhere. 
If other media have the story as well, it will go on our website, 
crainsmanchesterbusiness.co.uk, which sends out a daily email 
round-up to 12,000 registered readers. Unless we can find a fresh 
angle or bring some insight into what the story really means and 
what business opportunities it may create, we won’t publish it 
in print.

Local, local, local
Big national trends or broad topics aren’t our bag. The companies, 
people and trends we report on should be local to Greater 
Manchester and surrounding areas in Cheshire and Lancashire.

Hard news vs soft features
Personal finance topics, executive coaching and management 
tips may be important to running a business. But the information 
is available from dozens of sources our readers can tap.

We want news: News is change and change is news. How does this 
affect our readers or competition within a specific industry sector? 
Is this a success or a setback? Will this result in gain or loss of jobs? 
Finally, ask yourself a question: Would this story interest you if you 
didn’t work for the company?

No revenue, no story
We ask companies in features and profiles to provide annual 
sales figures because we believe we owe it to our readers to give 
a snapshot of a company we profile. Annual revenue is a good 
way to illustrate the size of a business enterprise.

1. Make news
Crain’s is in the news business.  Our bread and butter is breaking 
news that no other publication can offer.  What’s the definition of 
news?  Change.  The bigger the change, the better the news story. 
Email one of our reporters or send details to manchesternews@
crain.com

2. Tell us about your news 
Suggest a news story or feature.  Our reporters are always 
receptive to your story tips and ideas. We’re always interested 
in deals, comings and goings, new contracts, expansions, hirings 
and other changes. 

3. Write to us 
Letters are among the most-read items in the paper, so give us 
your thoughts on an issue, news event or article that appeared 
in Crain’s Manchester Business. Contact Editor Steve Brauner, 
sbrauner@crain.com

4. People section 
Get your company’s name in the paper by sending us information 
on key staff you’ve added or promotions you’ve made. Send a 
photo if you have one, and reward a deserving employee at the 
same time. Email manchesternews@crain.com

5. Crain’s Lists 
Each week Crain’s publishes a ranking of the top companies or 
people in a particular industry. Make sure your company gets on 
all the lists it qualifies for. Call or email our research director, 
Angela Tattersall, atattersall@crain.com

6. Suggest an article for the Focus section 
Take a look at our editorial calendar on our website. Contact 
Editor Steve Brauner, sbrauner@crain.com. 

7. Special supplements 
Throughout the year Crain’s publishes special supplements 
such as an in-depth look at Greater Manchester’s 10 boroughs, 
Commercial Property Forecast, Women-owned Businesses and  
40 up-and-comers under the age of 40. Contact Editor  
Steve Brauner, sbrauner@crain.com. 

8. Events 
Every week we carry a listing of events of interest to the 
Greater Manchester business community. To be listed they must 
be not-for-profit and cost less than £100 to attend. Email the 
details to manchesternews@crain.com or upload the details at 
crainsmanchesterbusiness.co.uk

9. Contact our reporters 
Each of our reporters specialises in certain sectors:

Commercial property, regeneration and transport 
Simon Binns, sbinns@crain.com  
0161 209 5809 

Unlisted companies, aviation, sport and retail 
James Chapelard, jchapelard@crain.com 
0161 209 5810 

Banking, corporate finance and private equity  
Michael Fahy, mfahy@crain.com 
0161 209 5811

Media, marketing, advertising and creative industries, education, 
hospitality and tourism and quoted companies 
Steve Brauner, sbrauner@crain.com  
0161 209 5804

crainsmanchesterbusiness.co.uk

Nine ways to 
make a story
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BY JAMES CHAPELARDOrganic baby food maker Baby Deli has doubled the size of its

Irlam factory after winning two new contracts to supply

restaurant chain Frankie & Benny’s and all of supermarket

giant Asda’s in-store cafés.Baby Deli, headed by owner Louise Duerr, said the new contracts

combined would equate to an extra £500,000 a year in business and

more than double its current turnover to £850,000.
Baby Deli already supplies John Lewis cafés and Ocado, but Duerr

hopes the Frankie & Benny’s deal will translate into other contracts with

family-friendly restaurant chains.“The future is foodservice because no one else is doing what I am

doing,” she said. “The potential is massive when you think of all the

restaurants and cafés out there.”She said the firm is exploiting a gap in the market, because few

restaurants and cafés serve food of a decent enough standard for babies

and toddlers.
“If you are a mum with a baby you either get presented with a jar of

crap or nothing,” she said. “Babies are not very well catered for.”

The baby food will be sold in pots for around £1.50 each. Duerr said

Struck-off
solicitor plans£13m college

BY SAMRANA HUSSAIN
The owner of an Asian digital TV 
station has been granted a licence 
to teach up to 1,500 international
students at a new media college in
Manchester.

Manchester College of Higher
Education and Media Technology
(MCHEMT), which in April was
licensed by the Home Office to teach
non-UK and non-EU students, is run
by the owner and station director of
Manchester-based , Dr Liaqat Malik.

The college currently teaches 200
students at its offices on Cheetham
Hill Road and at Turner Street in
Manchester’s Northern Quarter, but
Malik said he is planning a new pur-
pose-built campus with a capacity to
hold up to 3,000 students when it
opens in September. He envisages
that half of these students will be UK-
based, but the rest will be foreign
nationals.

Malik said that he has used £13m
of his own money to fund the new
campus on Lord Street, which is

behind the TV station. The college boasts of a “comfort-
able ‘high-tech’ learning environ-
ment” on its website along with
“modern computer facilities”, which
it currently shares with DM Digital
on Cheetham Hill Road.“It will be an up-to-date modern

facility,” said Malik. “Students will
learn to develop software. Now we
have to buy it from abroad places like
America, Singapore and Pakistan.
But I want to train people here to
develop their own software. The
courses are more vocational and
practical and are not just limited to
media. There’s IT training and a
course for property lawyers.“It is a business proposition but

it’s more of a service for the commu-
nity to engage young people.” Malik will be seen by some as a

controversial figure to be running a
college. He is a former lawyer who
was struck off by a Solicitors’ Disci-
plinary Tribunal in July 2004 after it

Court rules in favour ofGuy in bankruptcy row  BY ANDREW ROSTHORNThe man who claims he owns the
land around the future home of
breakaway Manchester soccer club
FC United has overturned a bid to
bankrupt him.Trevor Guy, 46, who was once

described as “the richest man in
Yorkshire”, before becoming entan-
gled in the collapse of the Manches-
ter-based bridging loan firm Lexi
Holdings Plc, has had an earlier deci-
sion to bankrupt him annulled.His creditors had voted narrowly to

allow his administrators, Moore
Stephens, to re-open a long-running
legal battle with Barclays Bank to
recover 48 acres of land at Ten Acres
Lane in Newton Heath. The land is
close to the birthplace of Manchester
United and borders an area owned by
Manchester City Council, where Uni-

bond Premier league side FC United
of Manchester is now planning to
build a £3.5m, 5,000-seater stadium.“Getting blighted land moving is

what I do”, said Guy. He said he first
began buying land in the area in
1998. “I knew that Redrow Homes
had their eyes on a full scheme to
build 400 houses. There were big
problems at Ten Acre Lane, with any
number of landowners to deal with.
But that’s what we do.”He said there were a number of

landowners with whom he had
agreed deals, but there was a 
“ransom strip” being held by a
landowner who was refusing to sell.Eventually, he agreed a deal in

2003 and borrowed money from Lexi
Holdings to secure the site. Lexi was
run by Shaid Luqman, who has sub-
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Digital TV station wins licence to teach 1,500
international students at media site in Manchester

What’s News
� A company owned by CartelClient Review chief executive Carl

Wright is facing a winding-uppetition from Her Majesty’sRevenue & Customs. Marketing firm
Creative Decisions Ltd, whoseregistered office is in the samebuilding as Cartel Client Review, isfacing a winding-up petition at theRoyal Courts of Justice in Londonon April 28. Creative Decisions’ last

filed accounts for the year toSeptember 2008 showed that thefirm had net assets of £17,881.However, accounts for Cartel Group
Holdings showed that it was owed£67,733 by Creative Decisions onthe same date. Wright wasunavailable for comment.� Manchester-based child carechain Kids Allowed is to open afourth site in Macclesfield. Thegroup is looking to open the centre, located on part of the oldHospital site on Victoria Road, byJanuary 2011. It currently has sitesin Knutsford, Cheadle Royal andDidsbury. The building will havecomfort cooling, outdoor play, roofgarden, sensory theatre and aparent concierge service to lookafter daily chores such as drycleaning, ironing, post andbabysitting.

� Tesco is planning to open a sixthstore in Manchester city centrestore in a unit at Bruntwood’sPiccadilly Plaza complex onPiccadilly Gardens. The unit will behoused in the former clothes storeInternaçionale. Tesco Stores Ltd has
applied to Manchester City Council
for an alcohol licence at the unit,where it intends to sell alcoholbetween Monday and Sunday from6am to 11 pm. 

� Manchester-based mxData is tolaunch a new mobile phoneapplication containing a detailedmap of the New York Subwaynetwork. The release follows asimilar application containing theLondon tube map last year.  Theapplication provides access to thenetwork of subway lines across New
York and is available for freedownload on various platformsincluding Apple, Blackberry, Ovi(Nokia) and Android.

� Manchester-based NJLConsulting has won planningpermission for work to be carried out on 30,000 sq ft ofvacant units at the Peel Centreretail park in Stockport in a bid to bring new retailers into thetown. A spokesman for Peel, which
owns the park, said: “Suchconsents are essential if the PeelCentre is to continue to provideStockport Town Centre with acredible and attractive alternativeto retail parks further afield. Theflexibility to create a range of unitsizes and install mezzanine floorsis essential to being able torespond to the dynamic and ever-
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CommercialProperty
Blue sky thinking vitalfor recovery
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There are at least nine ways to get your company’s name  
into Crain’s Manchester Business


